




3B R U M B I E SMATCH DAY PROGRAM 2020 SEASON, ISSUE 2
COACHES Q&A
Following the Plus500 Brumbies round one win, we caught 
up with head coach Dan McKellar to get his thoughts 
heading into round two and how he wants to kick on from 
a pleasing result first time out. 

GETTING TO KNOW YOUR BRUMBIES
Darcy Swain tells us where he played his junior rugby, his 
celebrity look-alike and how he wants the 2020 season to 
be remembered, while we also look into the rugby journey 
of newly re-signed centre Irae Simone.  

TEAM POSTER PULL-OUT 
Head to the centre page to get your official Plus500 
Brumbies posters of our featured stars, Tom Banks, Noah 
Lolesio and Tom Wright. 

BEST FANS IN THE GAME
Head to page 34 to see if your pictures have been selected 
for our ‘Best fans in the game,’ gallery. 

LEONARD AND GARRAWAY TO LEAD SUPER W
Find out how our Super W stars have been travelling in the 
lead up to their first game next Friday here at GIO Stadium. 

WHAT’S COMING UP?
There’s always heaps of fun happening in Brumbies 
country, make sure you visit our bulletin board on page 46 
to see what events are happening in the next few weeks, 
and where.
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To a certain extent. Any game against 
Aussie conference sides has that something 
special, there’s that added element where 
you can win points and deny them points. 
You have guys competing as well for Wallaby 
positions, that’s probably more towards the 
back of the mind but it’s there for sure. 
 
Look, they’re the last team to beat us here 
at GIO Stadium so yes, we’re definitely 
motivated that’s for sure but so are they. 

Happy with the outcome, happy with parts 
of the game. Obviously start of the game 
we were excellent, put them under a lot of 
pressure in defence which turned into points, 
but we probably lost our way there for a little 
bit. Happy we managed to get ourselves out of 
that, and really grind out a tough win at home 
against a good side. 
 
Those momentum swings are going to happen 
within games. There will be times when we’re 
the dominant side, there’ll be times when 
things go against us, a couple of mistakes or 
a couple penalties in a row but it’s about how 
you deal with those times and executing a 
plan to regain that dominance is what decides 
games. 
 
I was impressed by how our guys dealt with 
it. Some of the more experienced players, 
obviously they’ve been through it but the 
younger guys, they were never daunted by 
the occasion at any point. It was new to them, 

but they just got on with it and understood 
some adjustments needed to be made, and 
we made them. So yes overall, good aspects 
but we know we’ve got a lot of improving to 
do from that game. 
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With Cadeyrn, we’re comfortable with him 
going in there for Darcy who should only be 
out this week. We’re confident in him, we’ve 
worked with him very closely since he arrived 
to make sure we get his knowledge and detail 
on how we want to play up to speed quickly. 
His work behind the scenes with players and 
us coaches has been outstanding, he’s really 
committed a lot of hours to as I said, getting 
up to speed so he’ll do a good job. He knows 
what’s expected at this level, and at this club as 
a tighthead lock; good set-piece, repeat efforts 
and physicality. 
 
With Frosty, he’s a great kid who’s worked 
extremely hard who knows where he is in his 
career and doesn’t get too ahead of himself, 
just gets on with the work. His commitment and 
improvement in the last six months or so has 
been exceptional. He’s only starting his journey 
but we’re confident he’s ready to do a job for 
us tonight so I’m just excited for him, making 
your debut, it’s an awesome time for him and 
his family. 

You always have those milestones, and we love playing in 
front of our home crowd. We started that last season, and 
it’s up to this group to keep up that streak but we’re focusing 
on the here and now mostly. Any game here is special, any 
win whether it’s for 10 in a row or it’s one.
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For Irae Simone, the journey to the Brumbies took 
many different turns, and although it was difficult 
and it took time for the talented centre to find his 
fit, he’s now right at home as part of the Brumbies 
family. 

Simone began his journey in New Zealand where he 
was born. The Auckland native actually played some 
of his high school rugby against current teammate 
Solomone Kata, but like his wing counterpart, Rugby 
League is where Simone would get his start. 
 
Signing with South Sydney in 2014, the Rabbitohs were 
the first to see Simone’s potential. Breaking through 
the ranks at the then perennial NRL premiership 
contenders was always going to be tough, so Simone 
found refuge back in Rugby Union with Norths.
 
In 2016, Simone shot onto the Shute Shield scene, 
once again as a teammate of a current Brumby, Will 
Miller. With Miller as skipper and Simone the star, 
Norths grabbed Shute Shield glory that year, and 
Simone’s rugby career was beginning to kick-off in a 
major way.
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Later that year, Simone was crowned NRC player of the year after 
dominating with the Sydney Rays. Those performances earned 
Simone a contract with the Waratahs for the 2017 season, where 
he went on to make 10 appearances for the Sydneysiders.
 
Simone seemed on a crash-course with a starting jersey at the 
‘Tahs, but for whatever reason it just didn’t happen. The ‘Tahs 
loss turned Brumbies gain in 2019.

Simone made the move to Canberra last season and was an 
instant hit, showcasing his unique blend of power and finesse. 
He had his struggles, but by the time the Brumbies put together 
their magical late season run, Simone was at the heart of Peter 
Hewat’s attack. 
 
Now, having resigned with the club ‘till at least the end of 2021, 
Simone can begin to look forward, hoping to make that 12 jersey 
his own. The other goal, potentially, a gold coloured jersey as 
well.
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Match Officials:

Replacements
 Connal McInerney
 Harry Lloyd
 James Slipper
 Nick Frost
 Will Miller
 Ryan Lonergan
 Bayley Kuenzle
 Andy Muirhead

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

STARTING XV

Scott Sio
Folau Fainga'a
Allan Alaalatoa
Murray Douglas
Cadeyrn Neville
Rob Valetini
Tom Cusack
Pete Samu
Joe Powell
Noah Lolesio
Tom Wright
Irae Simone
Tevita Kuridrani
Solomone Kata
Tom Banks

REFEREE: 
Nic Berry

ASSISTANT REFEREE: 
Damon Murphy

*team subject to change, 
official line-up not available 
at time of publication



Match Officials:







Match Officials:



27

Match Officials:

Replacements
 Steven Misa
 Cameron Orr
 Jermaine Ainsley
 Gideon Koegelenberg
 Trevor Leota
 Richard Hardwick
 Ryan Louwrens
 Campbell Magnay

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

STARTING XV

Matt Gibbon
Anaru Rangi
Ruan Smith
Ross Haylett-Petty
Matt Phillip
Angus Cottrell
Michael Wells
Isi Naisarani
Frank Lomani
Matt To’omua
Andrew Kellawat
Billy Meakes
Reece Hodge
Marika Koroibete
Dane Haylett-Petty

AR2: 
Jordan Way

TMO: 
Ian Smith

*team subject to change, 
official line-up not available 
at time of publication
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Have you seen the new

Monthly Unique readers from 
the Canberra region

540,000+
Tim Gavel Genevieve Jacobs Ian Bushnell

Local News, Sport & Conversations

Located close to the heart of the city The Canberra Rex 
Hotel is a 4.5 star property that offers guests a comfortable 
stay with excellent service. With a range of accommodation 
options to choose from including hotel rooms, spacious suites 
and self-contained serviced apartments there are options 
available to suit every traveller. Now home to Canberra’s first 
and only rooftop bar, The Howling Moon, the hotel offers an 
experience that is truly unique to our property.

Special  rates available when you stay with us to  suppor t  your team, 
mention the Br umbies when you book direct  with us to  save

1 5 0  N O R T H B O U R N E  A V E N U E ,  C A N B E R R A  C I T Y  -  4 . 5  S T A R

CONTACT OUR RESERVATIONS TEAM TODAY (02) 6248 5311

T H E  O F F I C I A L  H O T E L  P A R T N E R  O F  T H E  B R U M B I E S

WWW.CANBERRAREXHOTEL.COM.AU
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Have you seen the new

Monthly Unique readers from 
the Canberra region

540,000+
Tim Gavel Genevieve Jacobs Ian Bushnell

Local News, Sport & Conversations
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The Brumbies Runners are raring to go 
against the Rebels A' tonight, with Lachy 
McCaffrey leading the side in his return to 
action following a stint in Japan. 
 
Serving as both a curtain raiser for tonight's 
Super Rugby round two matchup against 
the Rebels, and as a chance for those not 
involved in the matchday 23 to push for 
selection, this ‘A’ game has the potential to 
be a thrilling contest. 
 
McCaffrey is one of those players looking to 
break into Dan McKellar’s squad, starting in a 
potent looking backrow with Jahrome Brown 
at openside and academy prospect Luke 
Reimer at six. 
 
Up front, Bo Abra and Tom Ross combine 
with Lachlan Lonergan to form a dynamic 
front-row, Tom Hooper and Callum McDonald 
completing the youthful tight-five.
 
Issak Fines and Reesjan Pasitoa combine in 

the halves, the former playing just his second 
ever game of senior rugby. 
 
It took a last-minute penalty from Issac Henry 
for the Runners to beat the Rising in Albury two 
weeks ago, and those heroics have earned Henry 
a start at GIO Stadium at inside centre alongside 
the always dangerous Len Ikitau. 
 
On the wings, Guy Porter and Tom Haddad start 
on the right and left respectively with Mack 
Hansen starting at fullback. 
 
Billy Pollard, Fred Kaihea and Max Bode are 
the front-row finishers with Zane Marolt, Zeph 
Tuniona and Rory Scott the other forward 
reserves. 
 
Lachie Albert put in a strong display in Albury as 
replacement, and once again will be the Scrum-
half finisher with Wests clubmate Tony Alofipo 
also providing spark as the flyhalf substitute. 
 
Uni-Norths Owls speedster Dennis Waight 
completes the selection, his versatitlity could 
see him cover both wing and centre in the Super 
Rugby curtain raiser. 
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BRUMBIES RUNNERS

1.     Bo Abra (Tuggeranong Vikings)
2.     Lachlan Lonergan (Tuggeranong Vikings)
3.     Tom Ross (Gungahlin Eagles)
4.     Tom Hooper (Tuggeranong Vikings)
5.     Callum MacDonald (Gungahlin Eagles)
6.     Luke Reimer (Easts)
7.     Jahrome Brown (Gungahlin Eagles)
8.     Lachlan McCaffrey (c) (Queanbeyan Whites)
9.     Issak Fines (Gungahlin Eagles)
10.  Reesjan Pasitoa (Wests)
11.  Tom Haddad (Gungahlin Eagles)
12.  Issac Henry (Tuggeranong Vikings)
13.  Len Ikitau (Tuggeranong Vikings)
14.  Guy Porter (Queanbeyan WhitesI
15.  Mack Hansen (Gungahlin Eagles)
 
       REPLACEMENTS
 
16.  Billy Pollard (TBC)
17.  Fred Kaihea (Queanbeyan Whites)
18.  Max Bode (Uni-Norths-Owls)
19.  Zane Marolt (Queanbeyan Whites)
20.  Rory Scott (Royals)
21.  Lachie Albert (Wests)
22.  Tony Alofipo (Wests)
23.  Dennis Waight (Uni-Norths Owls)
24.  Zeph Tuinona (Queanbeyan Whites)

MELBOURNE RISING

1. Fereti Sa'aga
2. Declan Moore
3. Cabous Eloff
4. Ola Taulengi
5. Trevor Hosea
6. Josh Kemeny
7. Lolesio Sione
8. Pat Morrey
9. Theo Strang
10. Andrew Deegan
11. Glen Vaihau
12. Ben Hughes
13. Tom English (c)
14. Siaosi Asofolau
15. Asaeli Tikoirotuma

      REPLACEMENTS

16. Mees Erasmus
17. Isaac Kailea
18. Alex Sa'aga
19. Myles Rennie Van Rensburg 
20. Moses Poreo
21. Navarre Haisala
22. Will Lewesi
23. Mosese Tuipulotu 
24. TBC
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At the Plus500 Brumbies, we know we have the best fans in Super Rugby, 
and we want to showcase those who show up to GIO Stadium every week, 
Proud to be a Australian, with a Brumby on their chest.
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CONTACT BOBBY FARQUHAR 0414505257
bobbyfarquhar@optusnet.com.au

www.thenationalactingscool.com.au
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The Braidwood Redbacks and the ACT 
Brumbies are hosting a Rugby 7s competition 
and carnival this Saturday to help raise funds 
for those affected by the bushfires in the area.

The competition will take place at the 
Braidwood Recreation Grounds and will run 
from 8:30 am to 5:30 pm, with presentations 
commencing afterwards. Braidwood has 
recently suffered a great deal due to the recent 
bushfires, with the loss of properties and local 
businesses being affected by the lack of foot 
traffic during the holidays. This competition 
plans to bring the community together to get 
behind Braidwood and help them in their time 
of need.

Rugby union is the perfect choice for this event 
as it has been a part of Braidwood’s culture for 
130 years and continues to be a staple in the 
town. The event has received so much support 
from clubs and fans that the Redbacks had 
to close registration, as the competition had 
reached the maximum capacity of teams. This 
overwhelming show of support proves how 
rugby is so much bigger than just a sport. The 
Redbacks are urging supporters to come down 
for the day with a #emptyesky, loud cheers 

and an empty stomach to make the most of the 
day. They are also urging supporters to go out 
to local businesses while in Braidwood to help 
support the town even further. 

As well as the 7s competition there will also 
be live music playing throughout the day and 
a jumping castle available to occupy the kids.
The competition will involve men’s, women’s 
and under18/16 teams and while there will be 
teams of different skill level, they are reminded 
to just have fun and have a good time. The 
Brumbies team themselves will be making an 
appearance during the carnival, showing their 
support for the cause and helping as much as 
they can.
After the competition there will be memorabilia 
auctions, raffles and yabby races held at the 
Braidwood Servicemen’s Club, to which all 
profits made will be given to the Braidwood 
Life Centre. 

This exposure may also be good for the 
Redbacks, who are planning to expand and 
make some major changes to improve their 
club in future.

After the devastating events that have 
happened in Braidwood, this carnival will bring 
a lot of joy to the town for both the clubs and 
the community.



37



A digital currency empowering  
buyers and sellers

Qurious?

qoin.world oin
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The Super W season kicks-off on the 15th of 
February against Rubgy WA, and this year the 
Brumbies will have two captains with Jane 
Garraway and Michaela Leonard sharing the role. 

Coming off the back of their first hit out, in a trial 
match against the Melbourne Rebels, Garraway 
says that it was good for the squad to have the 
game time. “I think it was good to have a hit out 
so girls can really understand what we’re trying 
to achieve and why we play certain plays. 

“I definitely think it was a good learning point for 
us and we can move forward and build off that.” 
It was also the first time thar her and Leonard had 
shared the role between them, with Garraway 
saying that they can bring the team together.

“Michaela leads by good example with discipline 
and hard hitting, whereas I’ve got a bit more 
communication, but I think we balance each 
other out and can help bring this team together.” 
Leonard echoed Garraway’s sentiment and went 
on to praise her counterpart lauding the value 
that the scrumhalf brings to the squad. “I think 
Jane brings a lot of that knowledge and that 
game smart, that’s where she really adds her 
value.  

“She’s quick, she can make good decisions on the 
run and a good leader and good communicator 

out there.” It is especially significant for Leonard 
as being named co-captain is an absolute 
honour for her and caps off a remarkable two 
years, having made her Wallaroos debut in 
2019 and captaining the A side against Fiji.

In the 2019 season, the Brumbies finished third 
and narrowly missed out on a spot in the grand 
final, after losing to the Reds in the semi-final. 
Leonard said that the squad wants to redeem 
themselves after their early exit. “That’s the 
goal, taking it one step further and hopefully 
knocking Queensland and New South Wales 
out of those top two positions. “It’s what we’re 
working for and hopefully coming into round 
one, we’ll be feeling even better and stronger 
as the season progresses.”

With little over one week left until the start of 
the season, the squad has one more trial game 
left and they are going up against the defending 
champions, the NSW Waratahs. “The trial is 
going to be really exciting. Coming off the back 
of the game against the Rebels last weekend, I 
think it’s a good opportunity to improve on the 
things we picked up last weekend and take it 
one step further and hopefully build our squad 
coming into round one on the 15th” Leornard 
said. “Pretty special, it’s been a really big 
two years for me. From the first game in the 
inaugural season of Super W to where I am 
now, it’s an absolute honour.”



PROUD TO BE THE OFFICIAL BEER OF THE WALLABIES 
AND AUSTRALIAN SUPER RUGBY COMPETITION.

CREATING AMAZING 
SPORTING EXPERIENCES

CONTACT
Mike Causer
SportsLink Travel
Ph: 1300 66 66 75
Email: mike@sportslinktravel.com
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At Canberra Heel Pain Institute we are 
passionate about two things: Supporting 
our mighty Brumbies and helping our fellow 
Brumbies members resolve their heel pain!

Call us on 02 6162 1130  
or visit www.heelpaincanberra.com.au 

to make a booking at one of our two locations in Braddon or Bruce to get your pain resolved. No referral needed!

Bring this page 
in for a FREE 
pair of orthotic 
thongs with your 
initial consult

Do you or your family suffer from:
Heel and arch pain?
Pain in the morning and after activity are common symptoms which 
can reduce activity levels and increase frustration. We have numerous 
treatment options to ensure rapid resolution of your symptoms.

Kids got issues with feet?
Your children have pain during footy? Limping? Growing type pain is 
common with young footy players but fortunately we can help get 
them back playing pain free!

Seen previous professionals without a result?
It is for this reason that we have a collective group of all disciplines 
(podiatrist, sports doctor, physio, imaging, surgeon) working as part 
of the CHPI team to resolve your pain so you can be confident that no 
matter how bad your pain, we can help!
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He battled hard in the Plus500 Brumbies 
hard fought win over the Reds last Friday, but 
Darcy Swain was just a unable to make it for 
tonight’s fixture, a shoulder injury keeping 
him out of Dan McKellar’s gameday 23. 

Good news is Swain will likely be fit for round 
three against the Highlanders. 
 
Blake Enever will continue to be sidelined 
for a number of weeks while new recruit 
Shambeckler Vui continues his recovery also.
 
The biggest concern last Friday was of course 
the soaring temperatures, but the Brumbies 
were well prepared for the heat.
 
Players cooled off pre and post-match using 
an old school beachside favourite, a slushy 
machine. 
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